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                    January 11, 2023            

  6:30 PM 

 

  

The reorganization meeting of the Monroe Township Planning Commission was called to 

order by Solicitor Michael Pykosh.   

 

 On the motion of Mr. Brymesser, and by unanimous vote of the members, it was 

duly RESOLVED to select Sharon Nelson as Chairperson of the Planning Commission for 

2023.  The meeting was turned over to Ms. Nelson. 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Swartz, and by unanimous vote of the members, it was duly 

RESOLVED to select Sheldon Brymesser as Vice Chairman of the Planning Commission 

for 2023. 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Brymesser, and by unanimous vote of the members, it was 

duly RESOLVED to select Mark Swartz as Secretary of the Planning Commission for 

2023. 

 

 The regular meeting of the Monroe Township Planning Commission was called to order 

by Chairperson Nelson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all. 

 

  

ATTENDANCE 

 

Sharon Nelson, Chairperson   Greg Rogalski, Engineer   

Sheldon Brymesser, Vice-Chairman  Michael Pykosh Solicitor 

Mark Swartz, Secretary   Holly Wood, Recording Secretary 

         

 

MINUTES 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Mira, and seconded by Mr. Brymesser, and by unanimous 

vote of the 2022 Planning Commission members, it was duly RESOLVED to approve the 

minutes of the December 7, 2022 regular meeting. 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE      

 

 None  

 

 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION    

 

 None   
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS   

 

Harold Willis Final Subdivision 

 

 Todd Lyons was present to speak on this plan.  Mr. Lyons noted that he received the 

engineer’s comments and has addressed what he could address to this point.  He did note that 

there remains an issue with the access to lot 1.  Move the access point to Sheaffer Road would 

make it to close to the intersection, and it would need to cross a drainage easement.  Best option 

would be a note that a future owner would need to make existing access off of York Road 

conform at time of new construction.  Mr. Rogalski also noted that the existing garage on that lot 

is too close to York Road, he would anticipate that that building would be removed when any 

new construction takes place. 

 

 Mr. Rogalski said the biggest issue with this subdivision is a drainage concerns with all 

the lots.  There are flooding issues aggravated by the fact that the railroad bed is raised creating a 

dam effect, and the pipes under the railroad do not carry water away quickly enough in high rain 

events.  Work to improve that situation will require permission and working with the railroad, as 

those pipes are on there property.  If was noted that Mr. Lyons did plot the new floodplain area 

on the subdivision, even though those FEMA maps are not official as of yet.  Even the floodplain 

area is mapped, it does not tell the true story of what is going on in the area with stormwater 

runoff.  Mr. Rogalski said it is all going to come down to the results of a hydrology study. 

 

 Justin Loh of 1116 York Road stated he has concerns with the water issues and the 

possibility of more houses causing more water to pond on his property.  Mr. Loh provided 

pictures of the water situation around his home during a heavy rain event. He noted that water 

comes down Route 74 to a low point near his home. 

 

 Mr. Rogalski noted Mr. Loh’s concerns are exactly why a hydrology study needs to be 

completed.  Other options may be available to rectify the situation and a study should tell that.  

Mr. Lyon noted that the existing drainage easement from the prior subdivision is not 

channelized, and should be, that maybe part of the issue.  Mr. Lyons agreed that improvements 

need to be made.  Mr. Brymesser noted that it is a challenging area with the floodplain, creek and 

mountain run-off. 

 

 Mr. Lyons said he understands this plan was going nowhere tonight, and he is looking to 

getting an engineer to complete the hydrology study; but he was hoping for some feedback on 

the waiver requests also.  Mr. Rogalski said he recommends not granting waiver request # 3 with 

regard to the hydraulic report, as it is exactly what is needed.  He said he would also deny waiver 

request # 5 with regard to street trees based on keeping consistent with a precedence set with the 

last subdivision approval.  Mr. Rogalski recommends a condition be place on waiver request # 4 

with regard to stormwater management, he recommends that detail of an infiltration pit and 

potential location of facilities for each lot be added to the plan.  Waivers 1 (show all features 

within 200’) & 2 (wetland study) are pretty standard waiver requests that are granted regularly, 
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and since this is not an area designated as a known wetland, he has no issue granting those.  Mr. 

Lyons said he pull waiver requests 3 and 5, and make the adjustment to 4.  He said he would also 

get a time extension request to the Township in the next couple of days for action at the February 

Board of Supervisors meeting. 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Mira, and seconded by Mr. Swartz, and by unanimous vote of 

the Planning Commission members, it was duly RESOLVED to table the Harold Willis 

Subdivision Plan.    

  

  

Zoning Ordinance Update 

 

Mr. Rogalski noted that he still owes the Planning Commission stuff he promised, and he 

is working on it, but it is a process.   

 

Ms. Nelson asked for clarification on what defines a unit in the unit per acre calculation, 

and what the current population per unit number is.  Mr. Rogalski said a bathroom and a kitchen 

would define a unit, and the current unit population number is 2.2something.  Ms. Nelson stated 

she was asking due to the high number of units per acre set in the mixed-use zone.  She thought 

individual apartments would be included in that number, but want verification. 

   

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

 None 

  

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

 Tim Clymer of 1692 W. Lisburn Road asked what the timeline was looking like for the 

Zoning Ordinance update to be passed.  Mr. Rogalski said that he is pushing to get it done, but 

there are still several step that will take a few months to happen. 

 

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

 

 None  

   

ADJOURN 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Swartz, and seconded by Mr. Mira, and by unanimous vote of 

the members it was duly RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 PM.  

 

      Respectfully submitted,     

      Holly S. Wood  

      Recording Secretary 


